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LIBRARIES AND INSTITUTIONS

Rissho-Ankoku Kai Donate Works of Nichiren Shonin
Members of the Rissho-Ankoku Kai have been visitmg libraries throughout the
world, donating copies of the writings of Nichiren Shonin (1222-1282), a major
Japanese Buddhist thinker. A delegation of twenty-three members and friends of the
sect, led by Kataoka Kunio, visited the Library of Congress (LC) on March 9 to present
their gift of the Nichiren Daishonin goshinseki, a holographic facsimile edition of the
writer's work.
In accepting the collection, Librarian of Congress James H. Billington noted that it
complements LC's extensive holdings of Buddhist texts in Sanskrit, Pali, Tibetan,
Chinese, and Japanese. Nichiren's autographic writings were originally gathered by
Kataoka Zuiki Koji (1887-1949), founder of the Rissho-Ankoku Kai, who decided to
reproduce Nichiren's writings. He began in 1927 reprinting the works using the collo
type printing technique and handmade mashi or hemp paper. More than seven
hundred documents, including sutras, mandalas, and letters, have been reproduced on
scrolls and plates with accompanying explanatory volumes. A limited edition of 120
copies that is both aesthetically pleasing and guaranteed to endure for a millemiium
was thereby produced.
In 1988 the first set was presented to India, the country where Buddhism originated. In
Europe three libraries have received this gift: The Bntish Library (BL), the College de
France in Paris, and the University of Hamburg. At the BL the donation was officially
received by Lord Quinton, Chairman of the British Library Board, and Barry
Bloomfield, Director, BL Collection Development, at a presentation ceremony on June
5, 1989. Attending the ceremony were eighteen members of the Rissho-Ankoku Kai,
representatives of the Japanese Embassy and the Japan Foundation, as well as a small
group of invited guests.
Librarians at BL feel that, since the survival of thirteenth-century literature in authentic
forms is rare, the facsimile will further the study of Japanese religions and culture of the
medieval period. The aesthetic quality of the facsimile is such as to make it the modern
quintessence of the long tradition of quality printing and book production in Japan.
(Adapted from Yu-Ying Brown, "Presentation of Japanese Facsimile," in British Library
India Office Library and Records/Oriental Collections Newsletter, no. 44 (Spring/Summer
1990); and Library of Congress Information Bulletin 49, no. 13 (June 18,1990): 228.)
Smithsonian Institution Freer Gallery to Occupy New Storage Facilities
The collections of Asian art and nineteenth- and early twentieth-century American art
in the Smithsonian Institution's Freer Gallery of Art will be inaccessible to scholars and
members of the public while the collections are moved to expanded storage areas in the
museum beginning December 1 and continuing through early summer 1991.
Ever since the museum closed to the public for renovation and expansion in September
1988, the collections have been available by appointment for study by individuals and
groups.
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The museum is closed for a multimillion-dollar construction and renovation project that
will provide underground public access between the Freer and the neighboringArthur
M. Sackler Gallery, also a national museum of Asian art at the Smithsonian. The pro
ject will increase the Freer's collection-storage facilities by 70 percent, triple its space
for art conservation and technical study and offer greater access to visitors with mobility
impairments. Work on the gallery level and exterior will preserve the original appear
ance of the building, which is on the National Register of Historic Places.
Those wishing to have access to the Freer collections after early summer of 1991 should
call (202) 357-4880 to check availability. The Freer is scheduled to reopen in late 1992.
(Smithsonian Institution News, August 24,1990)
Cornell University Wason Collection's Wason Reading Room will be Named to Honor
Leslie R. Severinghaus
The Wason reading room of the Wason Collection will be named the Leslie R.
Severinghaus Asian Reading Room. The Henry Luce Foundation has donated
$1,500,000 to name the reading room in honor of Mr. Severinghaus.
Born in China, Mr. Severinghaus graduated from Cornell in 1921. He returned to
China the following year to become head of the English department of the Peking
Union Medical College. In Peking, he met and married Emmavail Luce. Ms. Luce,
also born in China, had returned there following her graduation from Wellesley College
as a foreign secretary under the Young Women's Christian Association.
The
Severinghauses were residents of China for many years. Mr. Severinghaus has served
on Cornell's Board of Trustees and on the Cornell University Council and is an emeri
tus member of both.
The Henry Luce Foundation-established by the founder of Time and Life, who was also
Emmavail Severinghaus's brother-donated the gift to change the name to the Leslie R.
Severinghaus Asian Reading Room to mark Leslie Severinghaus's unflagging love for
Asia and his unceasing efforts to create understanding between Asian and western
cultures.
(Min-chih Chou)

Harvard-Yenching Library Renews Travel Grant Program
The Harvard-Yenching Library is pleased to announce the renewal of its travel grant
program for the fiscal year 1990-1991, to assist visiting scholars from outside the
metropolitan Boston area in their use of the Japanese Collection at the HarvardYenching Library. There will be seven grants of up to $200 each (depending on
expenses incurred) to be awarded on a merit basis to scholars and advanced graduate
students in Japanese studies; special consideration will be given to those residing in
areas where no major Japanese collection is available. Each grantee will also be
provided with free photocopying privileges of up to 100 photocopied pages.
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Applications for the grant, including a brief description of research topic and estimated
budget, should be submitted to:
Eugene W. Wu
Librarian
Harvard-Yenching Library
2 Divinity Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02138

University of Washington East Asia Library Receives Grant to Catalog and Preserve
Ch'ing Dynasty Materials
The East Asia Library of the University of Washington has received a Higher Educa
tion Act Title II-C grant of $145,969 from the Department of Education to fund a pro
ject entitled: "Ch'ing dynasty essays and local gazetteers: preservation and biblio
graphic control. During the course of the yearlong project, special staff will catalog
3,000 titles of rare Ch'ing dynasty essays and gazetteers and address their various
preservation needs according to the highest national and international standards. Full
CJK MARC records will be entered into the Online Computer Library Center data
base which may then be transferred to other major bibliographic utilities, including Re
search Libraries Information Network and Washington Libraries Network. Brittle and
damaged volumes will be sent to Hong Kong and Taiwan for restoration, with minor
repairs to be performed in Seattle.
The project team will selectively microfilm some titles for dissemination to other insti
tutions. Following completion of the project, photocopies and, in a few cases, actual
items will be available for resource sharing.
Project Director is Elise Chin, Acting Head, East Asia Library.
(Elise Chin)
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